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In my first meeting with Mr. Nadeau, I had the chance to observe both his teaching style and the way he connects with students. Right away, I could tell he is not only an excellent teacher but also a very genuine person, which I believe is essential for building strong relationships and classroom dynamics. We first discussed the cell phone policy, where students place their phones in lock boxes, and how metal detectors at the doors contribute to a longer entry process each morning. He mentioned that it’s typical for first period to start slowly as students filter in, which sets the tone for the day. He also shared that his teaching sequence often begins with goal planning before transitioning into lessons on mental health over the following weeks. Watching him interact with the students reinforced how much value he places on being real and approachable with them.
We also spent some time setting expectations for my placement. I explained that I have another job nearby, so I’ll be able to come in during mornings before heading to work. We agreed to do weekly check-ins to plan my schedule, with the goal of visiting about two mornings each week for roughly two hours each time. Mr. Nadeau provided me with his schedule as well as a copy of his teaching certificate in PDF form to support my placement. Since my academic breaks don’t line up with Athena’s schedule, we also discussed finding days where I can stay longer to make up hours. Overall, our first meeting gave me a clear sense of how he runs his classroom, and it set a positive foundation for planning my role moving forward.


